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2019 was a wonderfully full and rich 
year for BCA Victoria. We saw many 
prayers answered. As BCA’s Centenary, 
there were many preaching and 
deputation opportunities and there was 
much interest in the Society’s ministry. 
There were significant additions to the 
Victorian Field Staff and God continued 
to bless us financially.

Our Context

About 6.6 million people live in Victoria, 
with about 1.5 million of those living in 
regional Victoria’s 48 municipalities. In 
2019 Melbourne continued to be Australia’s 
fastest growing capital, with immigration 
and international education the main 
drivers. Regional Victoria also continued 
to grow, with the growth of metropolitan 
Melbourne spilling over into neighbouring 
regional areas and with the significant 
growth of our larger regional centres such 
as Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo, Shepparton 
and Wodonga. 

However, some parts of regional Victoria 
continue to contract, notably those rural 
areas affected by agricultural productivity 
gains and increased water pricing, such 
as the Loddon, the Wimmera and the 
Western District. Bushfires impacted 
many parts of Victoria during the 2019-
2020 summer, especially in East Gippsland 
and the Upper Murray. Unfortunately the 
church has not kept pace with the growth 
in regional Victoria and there are many 
contexts where evangelism and church 
planting ministry are sorely needed.

Bush Church Aid Victoria

In this context BCA Victoria seeks to 
support those in remote, rural and 
regional Australia as they reach out into 
their communities with the good news 
of God’s saving gospel. We do this in 
Victoria through a range of initiatives, 
including support for a number of Field 
Staff, Bible teaching and prayer.



The Bell Familiy 
from Bendigo

Field Staff

We are very fortunate to have The 
Revd Canon Dale Barclay serving 
with the Society at the Anglican 
parish of Sunraysia South, based 
at Red Cliffs. Dale is accompanied 
by his wife Rachel and their four 
children: Samuel, Joseph, Eden 
and Talitha. A particular feature 
of the parish’s service is its annual 
Bible in the Bush Conference held 
on the Melbourne Cup weekend 
and its RENEW community 
support and Foodbank ministry.

In July The Revd Steve Weickhardt, 
who had been serving as the 
BCA-supported minister at the 
Strathfieldsaye church plant, was 
appointed the minister at Port 
Lincoln in the Diocese of Willochra. 
We were very sorry to lose both 
Steve and his wife Vanessa but 
were greatly encouraged by this 
new opportunity to serve in this 
large regional town and in the 
Diocese more generally. 

Early in the year The Revd Trev Bell 
was appointed as the Youth and 
Families Ministry Development 
Officer of the Diocese of Bendigo, 
with substantial support from the 

Society. Trev is married to Cindy 
and they have four primary-aged 
children. Trevor’s role is to identify 
youth and families in the Diocese 
and promote ministry with them. 
He & Cindy held a very successful 
Diocesan Youth Camp at Corop 
with 34 kids and 10 leaders and 
are working on a Sunday School 
in a Box project for those parishes 
without Children’s ministry.

In 2019 Mr Jacob Kelly was also 
appointed with support from 
the Society as part-time Youth 
Worker and Ministry Apprentice 
in the parish of Echuca. Jacob is 
also undertaking part-time study 
at Ridley College, with a view 
to ordination in the Diocese of 
Bendigo. During the year, Jacob 
married Sarah, a teacher at River 
City Christian College in Echuca.

There has been very positive 
response to these new 
appointments & this has been 
reflected at events & in donations 
from the Bendigo region.

Victoria also has a number of 
BCA Nomads, including Ms 
Sandy Berthelsen, The Revd Faye 
Donaldson, Mr Greg and Mrs 
Jocelyn Lay, Mr Doug and Mrs 
Elizabeth Petering and Mr John 
and the Revd Jeannie Woollard. 
Two new couples joined the 
Nomads in 2019: Dr Alan and Mrs 
Suellen Crouch from the parish 
of Buninyong in the Diocese of 
Ballarat and The Revd Leigh and 
Mrs Helen Diprose from City 
on a Hill West. They have each 
exercised a wonderful range of 
ministries voluntarily across the 
nation.



Preaching Deputations and the 
Ministry of the Word

The Centenary provided a unique 
opportunity to celebrate and speak about the 
work of the Society over the last 100 years. 
I had a more than full load of deputations, 
with a number spilling over into 2020. In 
consultation with the Regional Committee, 
I prioritised deputations at those churches 
with younger members and aimed for at 
least 22 per cent of deputations to be in 
Regional Victoria, our population ratio. I also 
spoke at a number of midweek services and 
gatherings, including the BCA Pakenham 
Auxiliary, an extraordinarily faithful and 
long-serving group of supporters. I was 
particularly fortunate to speak at both the 
Gippsland and Bendigo Synods. At the 
Bendigo Synod, a commissioning was also 
held for both Trev Bell and Jacob Kelly. 

A program of Centenary Services and 
events was held across a number of months 
surrounding the centenary date of the 26 
May. These were held at a number of venues 
scattered across Melbourne and regional 
Victoria.  A celebration service on the 26 
May at St Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne 
served as a focus. I spoke at most services 
and was assisted by a number of others 
including Bishop John Harrower (Greythorn), 
The Revds Dale Barclay (Swan Hill, Glen 
Waverley), David Jones (West Brunswick), 
Greg Jones (Pakenham Auxiliary), Graham 
Knott (Cann River), Stephen May (Ivanhoe), 
Rod Morris (Ormond Mothers’ Union), Steve 
Weickhardt (Bendigo Cathedral), and Mr 
Peter Michalke and The Revd Neville Mellor 
at Doncaster. The Revd Peter Blundell also 
organised a panel and lunch at Swan Hill at 
which a number of former Field Staff spoke.

A BCA Week was held at Ridley College 
from 12–14 March, where The Revd 
Neville Naden, The Revd Dr Mark Short 
and I spoke at chapel services and I also 
led a seminar on Regional Ministry. I 
also spoke at a number of other events, 
including a South Australian EFAC Clergy 
Retreat and represented the Society on 
many occasions, including the installation 
of our former National Director, The Revd 
Dr Mark Short, as Bishop of Canberra 
and Goulburn.

It was also my privilege to participate in 
the Australasian Academy of Homiletics 
in Sydney on the 15–17 April. This is a 
small group of teachers of preaching 
from Australia and New Zealand which 
meets biennially. I gave the opening 
paper entitled, Making All Things Come 
Alive: The Power of God’s Word, and 
was also involved in the leadership of the 
conference. 

From 12–15 September I also participated 
in the Anglican Rural Ministry Conference 
held at Blampied in the Diocese of 
Bendigo. This conference was a good 
opportunity to meet others in the 
denomination engaged in rural ministry 
and to apprise oneself of some pertinent 
denominational issues.

Indigenous 
Ministry Officer 
Neville Naden
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Prayer

I cannot state how appreciative I 
am of those who pray for us. In 
2019 I very much felt protected, 
especially given the large amount 
of travel I undertook. Please do 
not stop praying for protection, 
fruitfulness and unity.

Thank you to those who pray 
using the BCA Prayer Notes, 
both in paper and electronic 
form, and the BCA Prayer App 
on PrayerMate. In 2019 we also 
had four small Prayer Groups in 
Victoria: one at Boronia led by The 
Revd Ernest Horth, one at Sunbury 
led by Mrs Doreen Morgan and 
one at Blackburn South led by Mrs 
Gaylene Harrower. I also visited 
Ridley College monthly to lead a 
small Prayer Group there.

Thank you too to those who 
have been praying using the 

Prayer Notes I have been writing 
for each of Victoria’s regional 
municipalities: Faith, Hope and 
Love: Pray for Regional Victoria. 
These are distributed to the 
Prayer Groups, Bishops, Libraries, 
are available in hard copy at 
deputations and events, and are 
available on the BCA Website. 
Individual pages are also sent 
with receipts. Thank you too 
for your feedback on these. It is 
much appreciated. The Notes are 
updated a number of times during 
the year. There are significant 
differences in the strength of the 
church in Regional Victoria. Please 
pray that God would have mercy 
on the whole state, sending out 
a new wave of gospel labourers 
in evangelism, care and renewal, 
empowering locals and drawing 
many to Him.



EVENTS
Victorian Annual Meeting 
and Dinner

Our BCA Victoria Annual Meeting 
and Centenary Dinner was a great 
occasion held at Glen Waverley 
Anglican Church on the 4 May. 
About 130 attended. It was a 
wonderful time of thanksgiving 
for all that God had done through 
the Society over the last 100 years. 
The Henley family from Kangaroo 
Island were our featured speakers. 
They spoke most engagingly about 
their ministry and were very much 
appreciated. We also launched 
the Centenary edition of Bush 
Parson, and both Dr Kris Argall 
and The Revd Neil Bach spoke. A 
Centenary cake organised by the 
Pakenham Auxiliary was cut by our 
oldest and youngest members. 
My thanks go to Mr Bob Barclay 
and the Regional Committee for 
their hard work in organising the 

evening and the parish of Glen 
Waverley who so freely provided 
their extensive facilities.

Centenary

In addition to the events noted 
above, particular mention should 
be made of our Centenary 
Afternoon Tea held at St Paul’s 
Cathedral on the 26 May, 
prior to our Centenary Service. 
About 100 people attended, the 
Primate spoke, the Centenary 
video was shown and another 
cake organised by the Pakenham 
Auxiliary was cut.

Throughout the year it was very 
helpful to have the two books 
produced for the centenary: Never 
Too Far, Never Too Few and Bush 
Parson, the five short Centenary 
videos, the Centenary Prayer, the 
Acknowledgement of Country 
and the Centenary Bookmarks 
and Pens, all of which were well 
used and most of which continue 

Centenary cake 
organised by 
the Pakenham 
Auxiliary was cut 
by our oldest 
and youngest 
members

Continued on the 
next page



Events continued...

to be used. I would very much like to thank 
all those in the National Office for their 
creative efforts in providing these. 

Spring Lunch and Young Adult 
Evening Program

Our sixth annual Spring Lunch and Young 
Adult Evening Program was held from 
23–26 September. Lunches were held 
at Glen Waverley and Greensborough in 
Melbourne, Flora Hill in the Diocese of 
Bendigo, and Wonthaggi in the Diocese of 
Gippsland. A Young Adults Evening was also 
held at St James’, Ivanhoe on 25 September. 
The Revd Kristan Slack was our featured 
speaker and his presentation about his 
work in Katherine and the BCA ministry in 
the Northern Territory and Kununurra more 
generally was extremely well received. All 
churches provided their facilities free and 
Greensborough, Flora Hill, Wonthaggi and 
Ivanhoe also generously provided our food.

 
Kirkby Club Lunch and Barnabas 
Group

Our sixth annual gathering for former BCA 
Field Staff was held on 12 November at the 

Old England Hotel in Heidelberg. Our 
new National Director The Revd Canon 
Greg Harris and his wife Karen introduced 
themselves and I updated the group on 
local news. This time we were joined by a 
number of Victorian Nomads and we had 
many comments of appreciation, with 
significant items for follow-up. 

A small group of ministers from BCA-
supporting parishes also met the National 
Director and his wife on 13 November 
2019. Although small, I always find the 
gathering establishes and maintains key 
relationships and provides an excellent 
context for relevant issues to be discussed.

2019 Spring 
Lunch



Publications & Media

The Centenary also occasioned excellent 
opportunity for publications and media 
coverage. 

Together with Acorn Press, we published a 
new Centenary edition of Leon Morris’ Bush 
Parson, which has sold very well nationally. 
Acorn generously covered all the pre-
publication costs as a centenary gift to the 
Society. These were substantial, as the new 
edition was given a completely new design, 
font and cover and incorporated archival 
photographs and documents. This was a 
significant value-add to the original edition, 
which has often been commented upon.

Particular thanks go to Dr Kris Argall, 
Commissioning Editor, Acorn Books for her 
enthusiastic and extraordinarily generous 
management of the project. Thanks also 
go to our BCA Archivist, Mrs Nola Starmans 
and the Leon Morris Librarian at Ridley 
College, Ms Ruth Weatherlake, for their 
help in sourcing archival material. The Leon 
and Mildred Morris Foundation, chaired by 
The Revd Neil Bach, also very kindly gave 
royalties to the Society. This meant that the 

Society only had to cover printing costs 
and gained the remainder of all sale 
proceeds.

An article about Bush Parson and the 
Centenary sermon I preached at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne, was published in 
the Spring 2019 edition of Essentials.

A number of articles about the Society 
and its Field Staff appeared during the 
year in the Diocese of Bendigo’s Spirit, The 
Gippsland Anglican and The Melbourne 
Anglican. Of particular note was an 
article in the December Melbourne 
Anglican on The Revd Kristan Slack and 
his ministry in Katherine, organised while 
he was in Melbourne for our Spring 
Lunch program. Kristan and I were also 
interviewed on Bendigo Community 
Radio by Mrs Jenny Rainsford and I was 
also interviewed by Geelong Christian 
Radio in the peak hour slot after the 5 
o’clock drivetime news.

Launch of Bush 
Parson: Adrian 
Lane, Kris Argall 
and Neil Bach



SUPPORT
Victorian Regional Committee: 
We are very fortunate to have a 
strong Regional Committee who 
serve the Society in various ways 
and provide support to me. It is 
very ably led by our Chairman, 
The Revd Stephen May. Other 
members of the Committee 
are: The Revds Ben Hewitt, Tom 
Morgan, Rod Morris, Dr Joy 
Sandefur and Duku Wolikare, Mr 
Anthony Andreazza, Mrs Ann 
Bolton, Mrs Jane Lamont and 
Mr Peter Michalke. We meet on 
six occasions during the year 
and at each meeting I present 
an extensive update and Mr Bob 
Barclay presents a financial report.

Members served on Candidate 
Committees, helped with events, 
led deputations and promoted the 
Society in various contexts. The 
Revds Stephen May, Tom Morgan 
(ex officio) and Rod Morris, 
Mrs Jane Lamont and Mr Peter 
Michalke serve on the National 
Council, with Stephen & Rod also 
serving on the National Executive. 
The Revd Dr Joy Sandefur also 
chairs the Society’s Indigenous 
Ministry Advisory Group. 

I am exceedingly grateful for each 
member of the Committee and 
would like to thank them for their 
very generous support.

Victorian  
Committee

Victorian Regional Committee: 
L-R:  Peter Michalke, Ann Bolton, 

Anthony Andreazza, Stephen May, 
Rod Morris, Joy Sandefur,  

Adrian Lane, Jane Lamont & 
Duku Wolikare.  

Absent: Ben Hewitt



Office

The Society leases an office at St John’s, 
Heidelberg and we are most grateful for 
our working relationship, especially with 
the Vicar, The Revd Denise Nichols, and the 
support the parish gives to the Society.

Mr Bob Barclay serves as our Office Manager, 
ensuring that the office is staffed Monday–
Friday, from 9 am – 1 pm. In addition to the 
substantial work of processing donations 
from both Victoria and Tasmania, Bob 
supports the Regional Committee, prepares 
deputation materials, organises events and 
interfaces with a wide range of supporters, 
churches and others interacting with the 
Society’s ministry. He is also involved in the 
preparation of the BCA Prayer Notes and 
supports BCA Tasmania. I am immensely 
grateful for Bob’s faithful and thoughtful 
service and care. 

Supporters

We worked hard during the year to engage 
with a wide range of supporters and grow 
the Society’s supporter base. We also fielded 
many offers to help with the Society’s 
response to recent natural disasters, such 
as 300 letters for drought-affected farmers 
organised by the daughter of a Melbourne 

clergyman. All donations are receipted, 
with a letter from me and a page from 
the Regional Victorian Prayer Notes. 
Looking back, 2019 saw the greatest 
engagement with supporters since my 
appointment to the Society in 2013. 

Finances

One way greater engagement was 
evidenced was that general donations 
were at their highest level ever, with 
audited figures of $474,439 in donation 
income, with additional legacies of 
$165,256. This figure compares to a 
2018 donation figure of $468,614 
(which included a one-off donation of 
$120,000) with legacies of $53,666. For 
all this we are incredibly thankful. We 
also worked very hard on the expense 
side of the ledger, with expenses coming 
in significantly below budget. 

Victorian Regional 
Officer Adrian 
Lane & Office 
Manager Bob 

Barclay



LOOKING AHEAD
Unfortunately, all our plans for 
2020 have been affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic. A full 
schedule of deputations had 
been organised and thankfully we 
have been able to do nearly all of 
these, with most since late March 
completed virtually. However, 
we did have to cancel our 2020 
Annual Meeting and Dinner. At 
this stage we are still planning our 
Spring Lunch and Young Adult 
program for the 26-29 October 
and I am delighted that The Revd 
Daniel Faricy from Kununurra has 
agreed to be our featured speaker. 
This program includes lunches 
in Bendigo and Leongatha. Our 
Kirkby Club and Barnabas Group 
Lunches are planned for the 24 

and 25 November respectively. 
The Field Staff Conference has 
been postponed till 10–14 April 
2021.

Can I thank you again for your 
prayers and support. As I look 
back over such a busy and full 
year I am so grateful to God for 
his protection, sustaining and 
leading. May He use all that 
happened to glorify his name and 
to grow his kingdom in remote, 
rural and regional Australia.

The Revd Adrian Lane 
Victorian Regional Officer 
30 March 2020 
(updated 10/7/2020)

2020 Spring 
Lunch    

The Faricy Family from Kununurra. 
Daniel wll speak at our 2020 Spring 

Lunch and Young Adult Program



Dale Barclay distributing Christmas Gifts, Red Cliffs

Join us at one of these Zoom gatherings to
Hear from BCA Field Staff Daniel Faricy  

about his ministry in the Kimberleys 

Monday 26 October Glen Waverley Anglican Church 1–2pm
Tuesday 27 October Holy Trinity, South East Bendigo 1–2pm

Wednesday 28 October Christ Church, Ormond 1–2pm
Wednesday 28 Oct Young Adults Evening, St James’ Ivanhoe 7pm 

Thursday 29 October St Peter’s Leongatha 1–2pm 

Bookings: www.bushchurchaid.com.au/vicspringgatherings 
Phone enquiries to 0414 382 621

REACHING KUNUNURRA FOR CHRIST
2020 BCA Victoria Spring Gatherings

The Bush Church AId Society of Australia 
Victorian Regional Office  

PO Box 281Heidelberg VIC 3084 
03 9457 7556  victoria@bushchurchaid.com.au


